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Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 
name; bring an offering and come 
before him! Worship the LORD in the 
splendor of holiness; 

   1 Chronicles 16:29    
 

Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker!  

Psalm 95:6    
 

But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth 

John 4:23-24     
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers 
and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.  

Romans 12:1  
 

Messiah will focus throughout 2011 
on Inspiring Worship. Upon hearing 
this, we might consider this to be a 
task of the Worship and Music Minis-
try, or we might imagine a conversa-
tion about traditional versus con-
temporary worship. In the end, all 
conversations about making worship 
more meaningful are good ones, but 
it is important to start in the right 
place. 
 

The truth is, no conversation can 
bring all of us into agreement on 
which type of music is most wor-
shipful. We also will never agree 
100% on what is a familiar hymn and 
what preaching style is most engag-
ing. Even what people wear while 
leading worship seems to be debat-

able as some argue from the angle of 
respect and others from a ―come as 
you are‖ perspective. 
 

Now I am sorry to interfere with the 
personal piety of some, but the truth 
is God is not highly invested in what 
we wear or what hymns we sing, and 
I was taught in seminary that God 
works through all kinds of sermons, 
even the ones where I want to say, 
―I’m sorry‖ instead of ―Amen‖ at the 
end. Songs, clothes, words, robes, 
instruments, our sanctuary—these 
are all externals. And since we’ll 
never all agree on externals, let’s not 
start with externals. 
 

Instead, let’s start in a place that 
God is completely and entirely in-
vested in—our hearts! The following 
is a list of ―tips‖ that I hope will redi-
rect our hearts and make worship 
more meaningful to each one of us. 
These tips will also be in the bulletin 
over the next few months. Try them 
out and be prepared to let us know 
how they worked—we’ll take a short 
survey in mid-May. 
 

―Tips‖ to make worship more mean-
ingful: 

1. Prepare for worship. Before 
coming to church, at home, in 
your car, in the parking lot, 
whatever works for you or your 
family, take some time to pray 
for God to clear your mind and 
help you be open to what God 
has in store for you in the ser-
vice. 

2. Related to this, keep in mind the 
question, ―What does God have 
for me today in worship?‖    

 

 (Continued on page 2) 

Worship 
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The Bible in 90 Days 
 

The Bible in 90 Days is for the whole          
congregation! 
 

During the 40 days of Lent and the 50 days of 
Easter, not only will 90 Messiah participants 
read the Bible in 90 days, our whole congrega-
tion will be walking through the Bible in wor-
ship. On March 13, we began in Genesis, and 
we will conclude on June 12 in Revelation. 

Each week we focus on a person, place or thing from 
the Bible. The people, places and things in April are: 
 

April 2/3    A person: Solomon 
April 9/10    A place: the Jerusalem temple 
April 16/17    A person: Simon Peter 
April 24 (Easter)   A thing: the linen wrappings  
 

During these 90 days, please pray for the presence of 
God’s Spirit as our whole congregation grows in 
knowledge and faith. 

3. For example, if you prefer traditional music and 
it’s a contemporary week, don’t focus on the fact 
that you don’t care for the music, instead, follow 
the words in the bulletin or on the screen, look-
ing and listening for God’s message. 

4. Look around. Maybe the hymn we are singing is 
new or different to you. Maybe it is also new or 
different to the friends you always sit near. In-
stead of becoming frustrated or talking about the 
hymn with those you are sitting by, look around. 
Although this might be astounding to you, some-
one in the congregation loves this hymn! Find 
these people and find joy in God’s grand diver-
sity and in their worship. 

5. Try to refrain from evaluating. Evaluating stops 
the Holy Spirit and no one wants that! If some-
thing really bothers you about the service, don’t 
let it distract you. Write it down or make a men-
tal note and then return to worshiping God. If 
you would like to share this feedback, talk to a 
pastor or worship and music leader directly and 
be as specific as possible. For example, if you 
can’t read the multi-media screen because of a 
graphic, write down the name of the song.  

6. Always ask questions like, ―What can I bring to 
worship? How does my singing or participation 
help those around me worship? What am I doing 

to show people love while I am at church? What 
new people am I worshiping with and getting to 
know? What am I doing to build up this commu-
nity while I am at church and in worship?‖ 

7. Remember you are in a holy place. God has given 
all God has to you! Give your worship as an offer-
ing, With gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms,  
hymns and spiritual songs to God. Colossians 
3:16 

8. Consider being uninhibited when appropriate: 
sing, sway, clap and hug! This equals being 
―uninhibited‖ for Lutherans.  

9.  Come up with a new ―making worship meaning-
ful‖ tip to add to this list. 

 

Also, coming in May, we will offer worship moments. 
For less than a minute, individuals will share, at the 
beginning of the service, what in worship is most 
meaningful to them. Let one of the pastors know if 
you’d like to share. May we listen, learn from each 
other, and worship with joy! 
 

See you in Church! 
Pastor Dawn M. 

Continued from page 1 

Walking in the Word 
 

Isn’t it exciting to think of all the people 
at Messiah that are spending 90 days 
Walking in the Word? Let us cheer them 
on. This month’s reading tip is to be 
encouraged by offering encouragement. 
Ask one of the 90 day readers about the 
stories they have read. What passages 
spoke to their hearts and caught their 
interest? Some stories of betrayal, excess, foolish 
ambition and even loneliness make Hollywood 
plots look tame and made up, don’t they? Find 
out from one of the 90 plus who are reading the 
Bible where those amazing stories are, and read 
them for yourself. Maybe you are like me and can-
not set aside time each day for 90 days, but it 
sure can be fun to share part of the journey when 
our paths cross with those who are taking on this 
challenge.  
 

―By Faith Rahab‖ – Hebrews 11:31 
 

Messiah’s First Women’s Spring Brunch will be held on Saturday, May 7. 
10am - A brunch for the Messiah women served by the Messiah men 
11am - Worship featuring the biblical character, Rahab (see Joshua 2: 1-24) 
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10 COMMON MYTHS ABOUT GRIEF 

1. Grieving follows certain defined steps.                              
 Fact: Grief is a process rather than an event, filled 

with a multitude of emotions. 
2. Christians who grieve have weak faith. 
 Fact: Jesus himself mourned. God understands our 
 grief and mourns right alongside us. 
3. All grievers express their grief in the same way. 
 Fact: Each of our experiences is unique and based on 
 many personal factors. 
4. Grief should last about a year. 
 Fact: There is absolutely no time frame in the grieving 
 process. 
5. Friends help by not bringing up the subject. 
 Fact: Grievers need listening ears and listening hearts. 
6. Losing an infant is easier to cope with. 
 Fact: Simply not true. 
7. It is wrong to ―feel sorry for myself.‖ 
 Fact: Now is the time to be gentle with yourself and 
 care for yourself with patience and compassion. 
8. Expressing intense feelings means losing control. 
 Fact: “Griefbursts” are natural, normal and  
 necessary. 
9. We grieve only deaths. 
 Fact: We grieve all types of loss throughout our lives. 

10. Attempts to move on with your life mean you have 
forgotten your loved one. 

 Fact: Grief is a process of integration rather than 
 completion. You will remember your loved one for
 ever. 
  
 

Messiah’s H.O.P.E. Grief Support group meets in the Spiri-
tuality Center on Tuesday afternoons. For information, 
please call 815-404-3431. 
 

Gift of the Spirit for April 
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare … to give you a future with hope.                        

- Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Notes from the 
 

Messiah Spirituality Center 

Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431 

March Council Highlights 
Mike Anderson, Secretary, 550-0363 

 

 

Pastor Dawn opened the meeting with a re-
minder of Messiah’s 2011 focus on inspiring 
worship. She then presented a challenge—in 
addition to being a ―visitor friendly‖ church, we 
will be a church that ―makes friends.‖ The 
council and guests shared examples of ways to 
realize this goal. Candy Cooper continued the 
meeting with devotions and prayer. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report shows that nine weeks 
into the new year, revenues are running about 
$8,000 behind budget and $7,000 behind 2010 
revenues. Thankfully, expenses are presently 
running around $2,300 under budget. We need 
to continue to monitor this situation carefully, 
as it is a troubling position to be in so early in 
the year. 
 

Pastor Dirk reported that the Sunday School, 
Pathway and adult education programs are go-
ing well, and planning is already underway for 
next year’s education programs. He is also 
looking to recruit photographers to help take 
photos of Messiah activities and post them to 
our website. 
 

Pastor Dawn presented her ongoing challenge 
to close the back door of the church. She re-
ported that 100 people have enrolled to read 
the Bible in 90 days, which will serve as the 
foundation for the upcoming sermon-based 
small groups. She pointed out that 25 new 
members were welcomed into Messiah last 
weekend and that upcoming Lenten services 
will include a speaker from The Bible in 90 
Days small groups, sharing how the readings 
relate to their daily lives. 
 

New council president, Dave Kimes, welcomed 
the new 2011 council and followed up on dis-
cussion from the annual meeting regarding 
staffing of the youth director position. With the 
interim position ending in June, options for 
that position are presently being evaluated by 
the staff support committee.  
 

Jerry Stark discussed a possible expansion of 
the preschool program, which will be presented 
in detail at the April council meeting. Randy 
Johnson coordinated a date of April 30 for the 
annual spring cleanup, with May 1 being the 
back-up rain date. 
 
The next council meeting will be held on April 
5 in the Martin Luther Center at 7pm. 
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Food Pantry 
Thank you for your generous donations. Our church 
donated 40 bags of food to the food pantry last 
month. Let’s continue as the need remains critical. 
Last month the food pantry served 197 households 
in Wauconda and Island Lake.  
 

The following is the second half of the list identified 
by the food pantry as the top items needed: 

canned pasta (ravioli, Spaghettios, etc.) 
canned meat (chili, ham, hash, etc.) 
juice 
spaghetti sauce 
dry pasta (spaghetti, elbow, egg noodles) 
canned fruit (peaches, pears, fruit cocktail) 
canned corn 
sugar (4-5 pounds) 
cooking oil 
flour 

 

The food pantry also needs paper or plastic bags for 
the clients to take their groceries home. You can put 
the bags in the food barrels in the Gathering Place 
or by the office along with your food donations. 
 

Save … Save … Save ... 
In May Good Samaritan will be collecting gently used 
or new household items for a refugee family, and in 
July we will be collecting clothing for school-aged 
children for our mission church in Waukegan, 
Sagrado Corazon. As you do your spring cleaning, 
please save these items for our projects.  

Good Samaritan  

Jo Ann Isleb, 540 0835 

Are your pockets bulging under the weight of pennies, 
dimes and quarters? How many coins have found it to 
the bottom your purse? You can put them to work 
supporting global literacy during this Lenten season. 
Let’s fill Messiah’s Globe with our spare Change for 
Change! 
 

Being non-literate is a problem all over the world. 
There are no global boundaries. That includes bounda-
ries of race, ethnicity, age or economic status. By way 
of numbers we know that worldwide over 785 million 
adults are illiterate. This equates to one in five adults 
with two-thirds of them being women. 
 

Even though 98% of non-literate persons live in the 
poorest areas of the world, literacy is a growing prob-
lem in the United States. The Department of Education 
has reported that 23% of Americans display literacy 
skills in the lowest levels of proficiency.  

Think about what it might mean to be illiterate. How 
hard would tasks like applying for a loan, signing a 
contract or understanding medical instructions be if 
you were illiterate? Those with low literacy are not 
able to understand medical directions or prescrip-
tions.  
 

In third world countries, problems such as unemploy-
ment, poverty, clean water and hunger overshadow the 
importance of literacy. Poverty and disease correlate 
directly to literacy. Life expectancy is lowest where 
people cannot read.  
 

So, dig into your pockets and empty the lint and the 
change. Clean your purse of all those to-do lists and 
crushed tissues to find the hidden coins. Shake out 
your piggy-bank and help us fill the Messiah globe. 
Change for change! Support global literacy!  

Change for Change—Supporting Global Literacy 
Grace Jorgensen,  526-4306 

Generosity Team 

Dave Jarcik, 719-2865  

Slam! 
 

What was that noise?  Oh, that was you and me working 
together to ―close the back door‖ at Messiah. ―Closing 
the back door‖ is one of the themes for Messiah that 
Pastor Dawn introduced several weeks ago. The basic 
idea is to form more personal relationships in the 
church through small group interactions. In other 
words, create ―Velcro-type‖ relationships so that we can 
grow together as a church. Pastor Dawn will be intro-
ducing sermon-based small groups in the fall, but why 
wait until then? If you think about it, many of our min-
istries are comprised of small groups of volunteers 
with similar interests. What interests do you have?  
Reach out to one of our leaders or pastors and ask 
them for help in finding the right ministry for you. Re-
member to stay tuned…you will be hearing more about 
―closing the back door‖ at Messiah. 
 

Also, it is not too early to start thinking about summer 
vacations. For those of you who are likely to miss some 
Sundays this summer, please remember that Simply 
Giving, through Thrivent Financial, can help ensure that 
your weekly donation is given consistently throughout 
the summer. Please contact Steve Snow at steve.snow 
@messiah-wauconda.org for more information.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at generosity@messiah-wauconda.org or at 719-
2865. 
 

Happy Easter! 
Dave 
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VBS registration is well under way and we already had 
over 20 children register in the first two weeks! Be sure 
to get your registration form in so that we can include 
your child in the planning for VBS. This year’s theme, 
Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect will 
connect us with God’s greatest gift to us all, Jesus 
Christ. During the week, your adventurer will learn that 
God wants them to encounter Jesus and experience a 
life-changing connection with Him. As we help kids 
learn to believe, trust, and love God; they will be em-
powered to connect with others as they spread the 
good news about Jesus. The rest of their lives can be 
impacted by the connections made during the week of 
VBS! 
  
On Monday, the kids will connect with faith as they 
learn they can have faith in Jesus through the Bible 
story in Matthew 8:5-13 and Romans 10:17. On Tues-
day, they will connect with love, as they learn they can 
love Jesus through the Bible story in Luke 7:36-38, 44-
48 and 1 John 4:19. On Wednesday, the kids will con-
nect with trust, as they learn they can trust Jesus as 
their Savior through the Bible story John 3:1-18; 19-38-
42 and John 3:16. On Thursday, the kids will connect 
with others. As they learn, they can tell others about 
Jesus through the Bible story John 4:1-30, 39-42 and 
Matthew 28:19-20. On Friday, the kids will connect with 
life as they learn they can live for Jesus through the 
Bible story Acts 1:1-11 and 1 Corinthians 16:13-14.  
 

Vacation Bible School runs June 13-June 17 from 9am 
to noon. The program is geared for children who will be 
four years old by June 1 through children who will be 
entering 5th grade in the fall. We encourage all the chil-
dren to bring a friend from school or their neighbor-

hood to share the love of Jesus. Registration forms are 
in the Voice (page 8), on the Messiah website and in the 
Gathering Place in marked bins. Please take the time to 
fill out the form so that we can plan for your adven-
turer to join in the fun! Completed forms and payment 
can be placed in the box on the wall outside the CE of-
fice, in the marked bins in the Gathering Place or 
mailed to the church. 
 

VBS requires many helping hands! If you are entering 
the 7th grade or older, we would love to have your help! 
Those students who are entering 6th grade are wel-
come to team up with their mom or dad and help as a 
team. The teen spots fill quickly, so don’t delay in get-
ting in on the fun. If you would like to help, please fill 
out the registration form and turn it in to us so that we 
can begin planning for our valuable volunteers. VBS is a 
fun and energetic program that you will be happy to be 
involved with. 
 

Upcoming Events: On Easter Sunday, April 24, after the 
10:45 service all children in 5th grade and younger are 
invited to join in the fun of our annual Easter egg hunt. 
Bring your Easter basket to church with you and plan to 
hunt for eggs—rain or shine. There is no Sunday School 
on Easter Sunday. Also, please join our 5th grade class 
as they participate in the Celebration of Holy Commun-
ion at the 5pm service on May 14.  
 

We begin our final Sunday School rotation this month. 
It is titled: Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. The children 
will learn the meanings of Palm Sunday and Easter Sun-
day through five weeks of interactive classes in games, 
art, cooking, drama and science.  
 

Christian Education 

Danielle Boreczky, 307-5938 and Sheree Stark, 963-1504, Co-directors 

Date 9am 

4/3 Genetics Statement 

4/10 Genetics statement 

4/17 Palm Sunday-no S.S. 

4/24 Easter-no S.S. 

5/1 World Religions 

5/8 World Religions 

5/15 World Religions 

5/22 Synod Assembly Info 

Are you interested in growing in your faith? Messiah is offering lots of learning opportunities during the 9am 
Sunday School hour. We meet in the Martin Luther Center. Why don’t you come and join us? 
 

 Genetics Social Statement – The ELCA put out a draft social state-
ment on genetics in mid-2010. How does our faith affect our be-
liefs about genetic engineering, stem cells, and other genetic 
technologies?  Roger Kroes, who researches gene therapy cures 
for cancer, will lead us for these sessions. 

 World Religions in Our Community – We hear about different re-
ligions all the time these days. But what do these folks really be-
lieve, and how do they act out their faith in daily life?  We’ll in-
vite several members of religious communities in our area to 
share their perspectives. This will be a great chance to learn from 
others! 

 Synod Assembly Update – Messiah is a part of the Metro Chicago 
Synod (mcselca.org), and every year we send delegates to the 
synod’s annual meeting in early June. Find out what topics are up 
for a vote and what’s going on in the larger church organization. 

Adult Forum 
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Why should I care about Thrivent Financial for  
Lutherans? 
 

Thrivent’s stated mission is to support Lutheranism, 
and as members of Messiah Lutheran Church, we are 
thankful for this ally. Because Thrivent Financial is a 
not-for-profit organization, the money that would oth-
erwise be paid in taxes by Thrivent to the government 
must be channeled to not-for-profit organizations, 
many of which are Lutheran. As of January 2010, Mes-
siah is eligible to be a recipient of these resources. 
Last year alone, Thrivent Financial allocated more than 
$157 million to not-for-profit organizations through-
out the world, and Messiah received approximately 
$5,000. However, this is only the tip of the iceberg for 
our church, and is the reason for this article. 
 

In the past, Thrivent Financial allocated funds based 
on a ―matching grant‖ process, whereby Thrivent 
would add dollars to its members’ charitable contribu-
tions. As of this past year, Thrivent members instead 
have the ability to allocate ―Thrivent Choice Dollars‖ 
based on dollars they pay in qualifying insurance con-
tracts (life and disability insurance) and/or on the con-
tract values of qualifying products (fixed and variable 
annuities).  
 

There are currently about 100 adult members of 
Thrivent Financial at Messiah. It has been calculated 
that Messiah could easily be eligible to receive be-
tween $10,000 and $50,000 per year, as more Messiah 
members become members of Thrivent.  
 

How can a person become a member of Thrivent Fi-
nancial?  There are many ways, but perhaps the easi-
est are: 

1. Roll over a 401(k) plan from a previous em-
ployer. Unfortunately in this economy, many of 
us have had job changes in the past few years. 
Even if you are currently unemployed, rolling 
over your 401(k) to be managed by Thrivent is 
a simple way to become a Thrivent member 
and become eligible to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars toward a Lutheran organization of your 
choice. 

2. Review your current life insurance policy to 
determine if a Thrivent life insurance policy 
would be less expensive than your current pol-
icy. Thrivent’s life insurance is rated A++ 
(Superior), the highest of 16 ratings, by A. M. 
Best, an independent rating organization, and 
offers highly competitive insurance rates. It 
may be that you could save money on your life 
insurance, while helping those Lutheran or-
ganizations that you care about at the same 
time. 

3. Determine other appropriate Thrivent products 
or services such as disability insurance, long-
term care, annuities, college savings, and estate 
planning by contacting Messiah’s dedicated 
Thrivent Financial representatives, John and 
Christine Messerschmidt, to determine the best 
fit for you and your family with Thrivent’s full 
range of financial products and services. They 
can be reached by email at John.Messerschmidt 
@thrivent.com or Christine.Messerschmidt 
@thrivent.com or by phone at 526-1553. 

 

We hope this helps you. 
Your Messiah Leadership 

Thrivent for Lutherans 

Manna Cards 
March madness may be over, but spring is here. Don’t 
be fooled by imitation cards. Get the real deal here at 
Messiah—Manna cards. Get your lawn in shape with 
supplies from Ace Hardware, Menards, Lowe’s, or the 
Home Depot. The tax man cometh on April 18. It’s not 
too late to purchase some software to help organize 
your deductions. Use a manna card to get the software 
and/or calculator. Tax forms giving you a headache? 
Maybe you even need a new computer to crunch the 
numbers. 
 

Shopping for a major appliance at Home Depot, 
Lowe’s, Menards? Don’t forget to pick up several gift 
cards to pay for your purchases. Remember if you buy 
an appliance, look for Energy Star ratings. While you 
can save energy costs over the life of the appliance, 
Messiah can benefit from your using the Manna cards. 

Keep in mind you may have to order these cards. Stock 
up now!  
 

Get your car ready for spring break or summer road 
trips. Tune up your auto at Sharp Auto Body or Jiffy 
Lube with a Manna Card.  

 

It may be time for a makeover—time for a new spring 
hairdo or haircut? Use a Manna card at Vicky's Per-
sonal Touch or Great Clips.  
 

All Manna card purchases benefit Messiah at no extra 
cost to you! 
 

Sally Lubeno, 526-9308 



The high school youth missionary group is seeking 
sponsorships from the congregation. If you would like 
to be a sponsor, look at the poster in the Gathering 
Place with the names of kids and adults that are going 
on the  trip and request sponsorship. You can spon-
sor someone by putting your name and a check for 
$100 in a yellow envelope, mark it sponsor, and put it 
in the offering plate or give it to Pastor Dirk. 

Above: Marissa Bouma-Sweeny, Courtney Smith and 
Kayla Hicks  

The youth are also raising funds by having Sunday 
Cafe´ Breakfasts once a month. Please patronize the 
youth breakfast, as all proceeds go toward the       
mission trip.  

FINKS at Phantom Ranch 
High school FINKS participated in a weekend at Phan-
tom Ranch where they learned some new leadership 
skills based on the life of Jesus Christ. Taught by Ja-
mie Frazier, students learned that first they need to 
―Be Present,‖ just as Jesus was when he came to earth 
to dwell with men. They were taught to live like Jesus 
as an example to their fellow students and the kids 
they lead in Pathway. Courtney Smith, KC Kroes, Alex 
Schorr, Kasey Voeller, Nate Richartz, George Cooper, 
Trevor Cook, Leslie Coslet, Jamie Frazier and Pastor 
Dirk were all in attendance. We woke up on Sunday 
morning to several inches of snow, and headed back 
to Messiah for Sunday Services. 

A Time to Celebrate 
 

Messiah Family, we have much to celebrate.  
 

Each week we grow closer to the Confirmation of 8th 
Graders, in which they will stand on the promises that 
their parents made in their infancy. There is much to 
do, as we celebrate this life-affirming moment. Below 
you will find key dates, descriptions, and locations of 
upcoming events, in preparation for Confirmation. In 
addition, you will find meaningful information concern-
ing the rest of Pathway as well (6th and 7th Graders). 
 

In addition, All high school parents—please remind 
your high school kids that we’ll be going bowling on 
Monday, March 21, 2011 at Brunswick Bowling (316 
Center Drive, Vernon Hills, IL 60061) from 6:30 to 8pm. 
When you drop your kid off, please make sure that they 
have $10 for the two games we’ll play, bowling shoes, 
and a meal. All people going will meet up and leave 
from Messiah at 6pm. 
 

Important Dates to Keep In Mind 
 

From now through Wednesday, April 13-Lenten Ser-
vices. At 6:30pm huddle group leaders meet with Jamie 
in Luther Center; at 6:45pm huddle groups will meet in 
their usual rooms. We will transition quietly into the 
Sanctuary as a group at 7:30pm. Lenten services begin 
in the Sanctuary; huddle groups sit together. 
 

Wednesday, April 6, 2011 - Affirmation of Baptism 
Statement of Faith is due. On this date, we will follow 
the Pathway Lenten schedule (as shown above). 
 

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 - Affirmation of Baptism 
interviews (6pm-8pm, group of four to five  kids per 
half hour) with Jamie and a member of the pastoral 
staff. Pathway does not meet. 
 

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 - 8th grade rehearsal for Af-
firmation of Baptism Sunday worship experience. Only 
8th graders attend on this date. 
 

Sunday, May 1 - Affirmation of Baptism worship experi-
ence at 10:30am. 
 

Blessings, 
Jamie D. Frazier 
Director of Youth Ministry, Interim 

Finks at Phantom Ranch 
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Messiah Youth 

Jamie Frazer, 670-3170 
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How many are your works. O 
Lord! In wisdom you made them 
all ...         Psalm 104:24 

I especially embrace God’s majesty and design as I 
witness rain falling, flowers blooming and nature 
waking from its slumber. Spring ushers in beautiful 
morning symphonies and warm breezes. The melodi-
ous cadence of a particular morning bird was the in-
spiration in the naming of our second child. While 
almost twenty-one years ago, this new mother was 
celebrating the birth of her son. On a spring day 
many millennia before, another mother was grieving 
the death of her son. That son, of course, was Jesus. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. Our children will learn about the 
Easter story and the significance of Jesus’ death and 
His joyful resurrection. 
 

We will raise our umbrellas during April showers and 
hunt for colored Easter eggs. God’s beautiful magnifi-
cence will be evident in trees, flowers and animals— 
both soft and scratchy. Seeds will be planted in an-
ticipation of beautiful blooms in May. 
 

We invite you to join us this summer at Camp Mes-
siah where fun happens while exploring God’s word. 
Camp runs from 9am to 4pm and is geared for chil-
dren entering kindergarten through 5th grade. Flexi-
ble schedules and extended care are available. For 
more information on our summer programs and be-
fore and after school programs, please call us at 526-
7112 or visit our website at messiah-wauconda.org 
for updates and more detailed information, as it be-
comes available. 
 
Happy blessed Easter! 
Eileen Miller, Director 

Messiah Preschool 
News 

Messiah Lutheran Preschool is thrilled to an-
nounce that we will be expanding and offering a 
pilot kindergarten class beginning in September 
2011. This class will run from 9am until 1:30pm 
Monday through Friday. Families who register 
their children by May 1, 2011 will receive a 12% 
discount on the $450 monthly tuition. The class 
will be taught by two co-teachers who are highly 
qualified and are licensed to teach kindergarten 
in Illinois. Please call the preschool office at 526-
7479 for more information. 

In addition, we are planning to offer a few weeks 
of summer experiences for children ages three 
through six this summer. Information about spe-
cific class offerings will be out in mid-April. We 
also encourage all families to take advantage of 
the wonderful Vacation Bible School that Mes-
siah Lutheran Church offers every year. 

Both of these exciting new opportunities are be-
ing offered in response to interest expressed by 
our current preschool families. Our new enrich-
ment classes have been well received this year so 
watch for those offerings to expand in the fall as 
well.  

The preschool is blessed to have strong support 
in these expansion plans from our preschool 
families and the Messiah congregation. We are 
very grateful! The strong support was evident at 
our spring fundraising event, the Jim Gill Con-
cert on March 13. The sanctuary was rocking 
with Jim’s silly dance contest and we had tre-
mendous support with our raffles and live auc-
tion. The funds raised will go a long way to help-
ing outfit a new class. Your support of our Scho-
lastic Book Fair is also greatly appreciated. 

These are indeed exciting times at the preschool, 
and we know that all of these blessings come 
from God. All of our preschoolers can tell you 
the highlight of our April curriculum is the 
Easter story. Even the youngest children can 
share what they learned about the beautiful mes-
sage of forgiveness. We celebrate that Jesus is 
alive! 

Registration for the 2011-2012 school year is 
ongoing and many classes are already full, so 
tell your family and friends to join us soon for a 
tour and introduction to the wonderful learning 
experience at Messiah’s preschool and kinder-
garten! Contact us at luhl@ messiahlutheranpre-
school.org or 526-7479. 

Blessings, 
Lynda Janezic, Director Color, cut n’paste,   
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Vanessa, Julia, Jack & Gus Karris 

Elsa, Dan, Caitlyn & Madelyn Brinkman 

Logan, Rebecca & Daniel Bulich Gerlene Wescott 

A.J., Johnny, David, Maria & Leah  
Palumbo 

Jeff Schroeder 

At right: Jason & Jennifer, 
Gwyneth & Emma Miller 

Messiah’s 
New Members 
February 27, 2011 
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Thank you to Messiah pastors, members 
and friends for your cards, visits and 

prayers during my knee surgery. I’m sure it has-
tened my recovery. 
 

Thank you again. 
Jeanette Speciale 

To my Messiah family ... 
Many thanks for all the hugs, cards and 
prayers during the sad days following 
the death of my father Laverne "Sodie" 
Kuecker. It is reassuring to know that God is al-
ways with us and comforts us. May God bless all 
of you. 
Love, 
 

Sally Lubeno 

Messiah’s spring cleanup day will be 
April 30 with a rain backup date on 
May 1. Please plan on coming to help. 
More information in the bulletin. 
Thanks! 
 

Sally Lubeno and Teresa Neumeier representing Messiah at 
the Wauconda Expo 

Marcia McWilliams and John Adams get into the spirit of 
things for the Bears/Packers game 

Julie Kendrick and Sally Lubeno promoting  
(That Sally and Tommy Turtle get around a lot together.) 



Birthdays  
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Brewer, Ricks 1 
Dreiling, Jamie 1 
Kathan, Don 1 
Citro, Connie 2 
Croonborg, Cade 2 
Gaide, Carrie 2 
Hill, Joan 2 
Howell, Justin 2 
Tunberg, Nancy 2 
Venhuizen, Erin 2 
Wozny, John 3 
Liddell, Maggie 4 
Scott, Debby 4 
Thomas, Brandon 4 
Davis, Alyssa 5 
Gebert, Mary 5 
Hill, Carolann 5 
Rehak, Jeannie 5 
Schuster, Jared 5 
Supergan, Lauran 5 
Tejeda, Eva 5 
Wynveen, Christopher 5 
Knapp, Helen 6 
McNulty, Tom 6 
Miller, Mary 6 
Schoenhoft, Chris 6 
Wiegel, Madisen 6 
Caroll, Hayden 7 
Chambers, April 7 
Hall, Garrett 7 
Karris, Vanessa 7 
Lundsten, Clyde 8 
McGuire, Debbie 8 
Miller, Matthew 8 
Wagner, Andrew 8 
Wagner, Erica 8 
Anderson, Ron 9 
Flood, Bonnie 9 
McCann, Thomas 9 
Murvine, Taylor 9 
Weaver, Jessica 9 

Dettmann, Matthew 10 
Gaide, Bert 10 
Grzeca, Phillip 10 
Haley, Basil 10 
Kidd, Brett 10 
Kraeszig, Alesha 10 
Meyer, Tracy 10 
Neihengen, April 10 
Rennels, Tim 10 
Schulte, Adam 10 
Stengel, Jennifer 10 
Keagle, Tracee 11 
Bermann, Bruce 12 
Bezirgan, Wendy 12 
Herrmann, Travis 12 
Morales, Erin 12 
Pennino, Molly 12 
Weinert, Alyssa 12 
Breecher, Tom 13 
Brenton, Brett 13 
Burns, Lauren 13 
Cherney, Luke 13 
Horn, Kristin 13 
Kerkering, Jennifer 13 
Christ, Trevor 14 
Goff, Tara 14 
Hill, Brandon  14 
Karris, Julia 14 
Lemke, Gerry 14 
Smith, Danielle 14 
Boncosky, Aimee 15 
Conway, Alyssa 15 
Davis, Dan 15 
Mork, Landon 15 
Richartz, Dylan 15 
Schuhknecht, Wesley 15 
Snedecor, David 15 
Hartmann, Juliana 16 
Hewes IV, Thomas 15 
Jorgensen, Angela 16 
Minard, John 16 

Nedli, B. J. 16 
Olandese, Jennifer 16 
Penar, Cindy 16 
Blair, Debbie 17 
Kreckman, Henry 17 
Murphy, Bonnie 17 
Oerter, Zachary 17 
Adams, Marilynn 18 
Brownson, Katie 18 
Kaufman, Linda 18 
Radez, Karen 18 
Carpentier, Kirsten 19 
Swenson, Dylan 19 
Teuber, Cynthia 19 
Benson, Brittany 20 
Benson, Jason 20 
Boncosky, Charlie 20 
Brandau, John 20 
Felderman, Jackson 20 
Osburn, Tiffany  20 
Ross-Schiff, Jessica 20 
Snow, Matthew 20 
Sollenberger, Ryan 20 
Ahlgren, Elizabeth 21 
Igyarto, Cindy 21 
Liddell, Megan 21 
Lloyd, Karen 21 
Lundgren, Jeff 21 
Mincica, Stella 21 
Scholl, Mark 21 
Sikula IV, Michael 21 
Wynveen, Zachary 21 
Ginali, Alec 22 
Kerkering, Michael 22 
Leopold, Franz 22 
Nick, Bill 22 
Sharp, Kyra 22 
Dadian, Nicole 23 
Defort, Emma 23 
Grau, Bruce 23 
Krueger, Jim 23 

McCann, Michael 23 
Schoepke, Kevin 23 
Smizinski, Matthew 23 
Boe, Nancy 24 
Martin, Juleann 24 
Rudden, Nicholas 24 
Slankard, Maggie 24 
Greffin, Kya 25 
Kulowitch, Donna 25 
Mincica, Scarlett 25 
Moyer, Bill 25 
Pearl, Mikayla 25 
Abrahamson, Natalie 26 
Brown, Grant 26 
Hazen, Doree 26 
Kristo, Andi 26 
Kunath, Adam 26 
Braun, Sonja 27 
Burton, Jennifer 27 
Olson, Ashley 27 
Potash, Jamee 27 
Berg, Eric 28 
Ginali, Barb 28 
Lucas, Nicole 28 
Merkner, Susan 28 
Poffenberger, Andrea 28 
Skeeters, Natalie 28 
Stigler, Amanda 28 
Anderson, Aubrey 29 
Burch, Judy 29 
Erickson, Lauren 29 
Scheck, Stacey 29 
Tegtmeyer, Kathy 29 
Fritz, Tim 30 
Gonzalez, Melody 30 
Kathan, Benjamin 30 
Sippel, Brett 30 
Tinkoff, Kiersten 30 
 
 

Boy Scout Troop 90 

Vinnie Jordan, 526-3316 
 

The troop was well represented at various Scout Sundays in the area. At 
Messiah, nine members of Troop 90 participated with girl and cub scouts 
at the 9am service. We appreciate the kind words of Pastor Dawn and the 
sermon from Brian Burch.  
 

Twenty-four scouts and leaders went to Camp Oh-Da-Ko-Ta during March 
on our first tent-camping trip of the year. Saturday the winds gusted up to 
40 mph all day. Mike Richartz, an assistant scoutmaster led the scouts in 
a pressurized air bottle rocket activity. Our group of new scouts worked 
on completing requirements for the Tenderfoot rank.  
 

The scouts who are working on Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge 
on March 20 performed a service project at Messiah. They painted the 
downstairs hallway, bathrooms and storage areas. This merit badge is re-
quired for Eagle scouts. Ken Costan had his Eagle Court of Honor on Feb-
ruary 26 and is continuing to serve the troop as a junior assistant scout-
master.  
 

Our annual All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast will be at the American Le-
gion Hall on Main Street in Wauconda on Palm Sunday from 8 to 12 noon. 
Hope to see you there. 

Hunter Frey saluting the flag 



 

Thank You! 
To the members of: 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Buying handcrafts and food from your LWR 
(Lutheran World Relief) Fair Trade Fair changed 
disadvantaged artisans’ and farmers’ lives. 

 

Your ministry provided stable income and sent 
children to school. It brought clean water to com-
munities. And it improved people’s skills with 
trainings and workshops. 
 

On behalf of our partners around the world, thank 
you for hosting a LWR Fair Trade Fair in 2010. 
 

Sam 
 

It's Sam the churchmouse here with 
the news. I just love receiving those 
e-mails. 
 

Daisy Troop #473 had their picture 
in the Chicago Tribune recently. On 

February 5 they delivered food to the Wauconda/
Island Lake Food Pantry as part of their Heart for our 
Community food drive. The girls had the opportunity 
to gather much needed items and deliver them in 
hand colored bags. This is Jennifer Raath's Daisy 
troop and her daughter, Emily Yacono, is one of the 
members (third from the left). Great job Daisy Troop 
#473! 

  
Will Rudd is a 7th grader at Wauconda Middle School 
and was inducted into the National Junior Honor So-
ciety on February 28th. Congratulations Will! 

Until next time … Sam 
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I would like to thank my friends, 
the pastors and my church fam-
ily at Messiah for all of your 
prayers, love and support during 
my illness and treatments. It’s 
the only thing that brought me 
through this. 
 
       Jeannine Nelson 

Thank You 
For your special gifts! 

In memory of Laverne Kuecker 
Marion Denny 

John and Marilynn Adams  
 

Deborah Circle 
 
Deborah Circle will meet 
Wednesday, April 13 at 9:30am 
in the Martin Luther Center at 
church. Each person should 
bring some food to share. We 
will be discussing week six, 
pages 125 to 147 in our book 
Me, Myself and Lies. Please call 
Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835 with questions. 
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Worship Services 
Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am  
Holy Week Schedule—See Back Cover 

Sunday School (Children and Adults), 9 and 10:30am 
 

Join in the fellowship between services! 
 

  

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 
E. F. Knights 

Vito Vee 

We Extend Our Condolences to… 
Bryan Kunath at the death of his grand-uncle, Albert Lehmkuhl 
Sally Lubeno at the death of her father, Laverne Kuecker 

Messiah’s Family 

Through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism We Welcome … 
 

Oliver Edwin Stack on Sunday, March 13. 

In Our Prayers ... 
  

Jules Becker Sue Kasula 
Penny Claiborne Sharon Keagle 
Ester Dennis Jeannine Nelson 
Steven Janezic Joe Petralia 
Mark Hoy Holly Tesch  
Desiree Logan Jim Stahel  
  



PRESORTED  

STANDARD 

 

US POSTAGE PAID 

WAUCONDA, IL 

 

PERMIT #35 

THE VOICE 
 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
25225 W. Ivanhoe Road 
Wauconda, IL 60084-2405 
(847) 526-7161 

APRIL2011 
N E W S L E T T E R  

“Sharing Jesus’ Love” 

Time Sensitive 

Return Service Requested 

Worship Schedule 
 

April 16  Palm Sunday Worship—Saturday 5pm  

April 17 Palm Sunday Worship—7:30, 9 and 
 10:30am 

April 21 Maundy Thursday Worship—7:30pm 

April 22 Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 
 12:30 and 7:30pm 

April 23 No Saturday Service 

April 24 The Resurrection of our Lord 
 Easter Sunday Worship—7:30, 9 and 

10:45am 


